WELCOME TO ROYAL CROSS PRIMARY SCHOOL

What is special about our school ?

Royal Cross is the Lancashire school for deaf children, based in Preston with pupils from across tiegion. We
are a small school with small classes staffed full time byualified Teachers of the Deaf and highly skilled
Teaching Assistants.

We believe 6communication is the key® to success
language and communication skills. Our approaches are tailored to individual needs with signing and speech
used in whatever combination works best for each tild, including access to Speech & Language Therapists, a
BSL trained instructor and El kl an trained Teachin
of the day and have the best chance of success.Early Intervention with communicabn is essential in raising
the attainment of deaf children and at Royal Cross we welcome requests for prechool placements.

Emotional wellbeing is a key area at Royal Cross and priority is given to nurturingour children's personal
development and welfare. We know that happy, healthy and safe children get the most out of school. At Royal
Cross deaf children have a peer group and role models to strengthen their social confidence and promote
positive attitudes and seliesteem. Safeguarding is an essential gority and pupils learn protective behaviours
for their personal safety and a zero tolerance for bullying in any form. Everyone feels included in all aspects of
school life and can enjoy learning and achieve well.

The school has an excellent staffing levieproviding a happy, secure and supportive environment. There is a
wealth of expertise, specialist resources and highly qualified staff to create a positive climate for learning.
Children have the best of both worldsd lots of individual attention in small groups and inclusion links with
mainstream Primary schools. We also work closely with secondary schools to ensure a smooth and positive
transition to the next phase of their education.

The curriculum is creative, relevant and stimulating with excellent IT provision and a wide range of sporting
and scouting opportunities. A themed approach and personalised learning programmes enable pupils to
become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens.

We work in partnership with families and encourage them to be fully involved in their children's learning.
Many parents and siblings join in with the wide range of family activities on offer and take advantage of the
support available if needed. We believe in a strong school community with evelyone working in partnership to
support the children.

We are very proud of our school and children so come along, take a look and ask questions! We welcome
all visits from families and will do our best to answer any questions you may have.You can check ou our
website for further detailswww.royalcross.lancs.sch.ukor click on the QR code

Bev Hennefer
Headteacher

Ofsted
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Provider
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Our School Ethos

Our distinctive character, spirit and positive attitude will deliver a tailored, creative learning
experience for every deaf pupil. Sustained by high professional and personal standards we
will commit ourselves to the development of Royal Cross as a centref excellence for deaf
children.

Our School Vision
Our vision is to guarantee specialist provision which will empower deaf children and
prepare them for the outside world

Our Aims
1 To nurture successful and confident learners.
To develop independent and responsible citizens.
To foster strong and positive family relationships.
To build a strong, effective team ofqualified specialists in deaf education.
To provide children with an excellent education in a caring and understanding
environment through a creative curriculum.
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We work together with Families and Chil drend
Be hedthy, stay safe, enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution and develop skills for the
future.
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Trips and Outings

The curriculum is enriched bya range of offsite activities and Royal Crossfollows the LA
policy and guidance for educational visits. In some instances parents will be asked to make
a voluntary contribution to meet the cost butfi parents are unable to contribute pupils would
not be excluded from the activity. However, if insuficient funding is available it may be
necessary to postpone or cancel the trip.

Canoeing and caving during the activity holiday

Outdoor Provision and Forest Schools

Our outdoor provision and Forest Schoolsis designed to
promote development of the skills, confidence and
knowledge. Pupils need to be active participants in society.
We have well established links with local horticulture and
gardening associations with opportunities to develop
communication and increase independence. Each year our
older children take part in a supported residential
experience at an outdoor adventure centre. In addition to
being fun this also helps to support our older children in
problem solving, critical thinking and builds on confidence
in preparation for transition into secondary provision.

Transition Programme

We have a special partnership with Ashton Community
Sci ence Col feeda primarynsdhodlstindeston.
Ashton has a Deaf Support Department with provision for
Deaf pupils in KS3 and KS4 with access to GCSE
examinations. Our Y6 pupils take part in a transition
programme with the Deaf Support Department to prepare
them for the move into secondary provision. Royal Cross
works closely with Ashton Community Science College to
ensure there is a strong deaf community for all our pupils.
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School Uniform

Pupils are expected to wear the school uniform. Thestyle of clothing is optional but should
follow the colouring listed below

Girls Pale blue shirt Grey skirt Royal blue jumper/sweatshirt
Boys Pale blue shirt Grey trousers Royal blue jumper/sweat shirt
PE White/p ale blue Tshirt | Black/navy shorts/skirt | Plimsolls/training shoes

Lunch Arrangements

Pupils can have a hot meal or bring sandwiches. Special diets are catered for by request.
Parents may be asked to provide a packed lunch for trips and outings.Dinner money is
collected on Fridays and should be in an envelopel abel | ed with your <chil d

Pupil Welfare

Pupils are well supervised throughout the day both in and out of the classroom. Qualified
first aiders are on hand to deal with minor injuries. Parents must provide the school with an
emergency contact number so that we are able to inform you if your child becomesill at
school or on the rare occasion when injuries require further medicakattention.

Prescription Medicines

Thesecan be administered to pupils at school. Medication should be handed into the school

office so that the Administration of Medicines procedure can be followed. Containers

should be clearly | abelled with the puplil dés nar
not give pupils medicine if these conditions are not met.

Fire and Lockdown Drills

Theseare held regularly and pupils are familiarised with the routine. The school is equipped
with a visual and audible alarm systemand deaf staff have radio pagers.

Health Services

The School Medical Serviceprovide health checks andadvice. We liaise closely with
Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists when appropriate and have a Speech &
Language Service. We also have good links with audiology clinics and Cochlear Implant
Teams.A Technician visits regularly for hearing aid / radio aid maintenance.
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Healthy School
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What will children learn?

Our pupils follow the National Primary Curriculum, delivered through a creative approach

that boosts their enjoyment and achievement. TI
an emphasis on language development and the acquisition of essential skills. The curriculum

is enriched by a wide range of educational visits and a variety of sporting activities.

Personal, Social& Emotional development is given a high profile throughout the school day

within 6Circle Ti me-duricuRropportuiBtiesusd that al pupils bavecar o s s
voice, gain good self-esteem and apositive view of themselves.

In order to improve pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development our curriculum
promotes basic British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual

respect and tolerance for those of diffeent faiths and beliefs. At a suitable level, this helps

the children to understand the importance of respect so that when they leave school they are
fully prepared for life in modern Britain. It is also essential to learn protective behaviours for
personals af ety both online and 6éout and about . d

Our whole curriculum enables pupils to develop:

1 skills and strategies to overcome communication difficulties
1 personal & social confidence and safety
1 independent learning and academic success

We take great care to ensure that statutory requirements for assemblies and RE are met and
provide an introduction to Sex & RelationshipsEducation whilst recognising and respecting
pupilsd cultural a n dPardnts Imageuhe sghtitooMhdraavehkirgehildrenn d s .
from these areas of the curriculum but we encourage them to ensure that children are
appropriately informed before moving on to secondary school.

How will they be taught?

Pupils are taughtby Teachers of the Deafin small class groupssupported by specialist
Teaching AssistantsThe high level of staffingallows for individual and small group work as
needed and the pace and style of teaching is modified to ensure all children can access
lessons and make good progress. Pupis also have the opportunity to be taught with
mainstream peers from local schools both on and off sitewvith support from Royal Cross. All
staff have specialist qualifications ensuring
individual learning needs. Intensive work on phonics usingspecialist programmes andvisual
cues to support lip and spelling patterns enables pupils to develop reading skillsWe use a
wide range of commercial reading schemesand use the Letter and Sound Scheme for
phonics along with specific resources includirg VisPhons and sign graphics to support
literacy.

School Prospectus 6



How will  pupils communicate?

Royal Cross providesan inclusive communication environment that ensures full access to all
aspects of school life and allows for incidental learning.

Pupils develop language naturallythough interaction with all members of the school
community supplemented by structured teaching. This is difficult to achieve outside a
specialist environment such as Royal Cross Primary School.

We offer child driven approaches to communication includingspeech & language therapy,
signing and PECS so that all pupils can develop age appropriate language in ways best
suited to their individual needs. Speech and signing are used in whatever combination
works best for each child and all pupils have individual communication targets agreed
between the Teachers of the Deaf and Speech and Language Therapist Staff are highly
skilled in working with a wide range of hearing aid and cochlear implant equipment and
ensure that these are well maintained so that maximum benefit can be gained.
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Resources

Information and Communication

School Prospectus
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Technology

ICTis widely used throughout the school we have
interactive whiteboards and iPads in every classroom
and a wide range of software and peripherals. The use
of technology brings enormous benefits to teaching and
learning and is potentially a very powerful tool for
overcoming communication difficulties. OurComputing
curriculum and teaching strategies ensure pupils develop
the skills needed for independent learning and
communication. Technology is also an important way of
keeping in touch with parents and involving them in their
childds education. We wuse
messenger) in addition to written and face to face
communication.

However technology also brings an element of riskso we
make every effort to pramote online safety. This is a very
important part of safeguarding children and we
encourage all parents to access the online safety section
of our website and offer practical support if required.




School Website

Check out our website for further infemation about the school, news,holiday dates,
curriculum topics, policies and newsletters

Access toEspressaan interactive learning platform is available through the school website
and passwords are issued to parents and pupils.Thereare activities for children to use at
home, links to topic areas and resources.

www.rovalcross.lancs.sch.uk
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